
WMS 70:  
THEORY AND HISTORY OF SEXUALITIES 

Summer Session I 2008 
U.C. Davis 

MWTR 2:10 – 3:50 pm, 1038 Wickson Hall 
 
 
Cathy Hannabach 
Email: channabach@ucdavis.edu 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 12:00 – 2:00 PM and by appointment 
   3122 Hart Hall 
Mailbox: 2222 Hart Hall 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course is an introduction to the critical interdisciplinary study of sexuality as it is constituted 
through gender, race, class, nation, and dis/ability. This course will begin by examining the invention of 
sexuality as a category of identification and analysis in the context of western modernity, and move 
through the ways that various disciplines and interdisciplinary fields have theorized and produced 
sexuality through discourses of race, gender, dis/ability, and class. The course will interrogate 
constructions of sexuality in specific historical and cultural contexts and from a variety of disciplinary 
locations. Topics will include genealogies of sexuality and sexual identity, queer dis/ability, sexual 
citizenship, transgender and transsexual theorizations of gender and sexuality, performance, 
psychoanalytic approaches to sexuality, and queer of color critique.  
 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol I. Trans. Robert Hurley. New York: Vintage, 1978. (available  

at UCD Student Store) 
Course Reader: available at Davis Copy Shop (previously known as Navin’s), 231 3rd Street in Davis. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Participation (20%) 
 Active participation is crucial to your success and learning in this course. This means coming to 
class ready to participate, having completed ALL the readings and any assignments. Asking questions 
and contributing to classroom discussions is paramount, and will be reflected in your participation grade. 
Any pop quizzes or in-class activities will also be included in your participation grade. I will take 
attendance at the beginning of class; if you are not present when I call your name, you will be marked 
absent. Leaving class early counts as an absence. I allow 2 absences before your grade is affected, and 
these 2 absences cover illnesses, crises, etc. (I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused 
absences). The only exception to this is catastrophic, documented illness (let me know ASAP if this is 
the case). You are responsible for all material covered in class, whether you were present or not.  
 
Group Presentation (20%) 
 Once during the quarter, you will work with 1-2 other students to give a 10-minute presentation 
to the class using that day’s course readings to critically analyze a cultural object (a film, photograph, 
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sculpture, performance, song, TV show, etc.). All group members are expected to contribute equally to 
the assignment. You will receive individual grades for your work on the presentation. Presentations must 
include a handout which you provide copies of to the class, as well as a brief description (1 pg. max) of 
what tasks each group member performed.   
 
Annotated Bibliography (25%) 

The Annotated Bibliography will form the basis of your research for your Final Paper. The topic 
of your Final Paper will be chosen from a list of options handed out in class, and your Annotated 
Bibliography will reflect the direction you want to take this topic and the argument/thesis that you will 
be constructing. The Bibliography will contain 5-6 scholarly sources (books, articles from scholarly 
journals, or book chapters), for which you write a 1 paragraph annotation that includes the main 
argument of the text, the archive of the text, the method of the text, and how you plan to use that text for 
your own paper. At least 3 of these sources must come from outside research, and at least 2 of these 
sources must come from the course readings. You will receive a handout with more details and the full 
requirements for this assignment in the coming weeks.  

The Annotated Bibliography is due at the beginning of class on July 10. 
 
Final Paper (35%) 

The Final Paper (7-8 pages) will build on your Annotated Bibliography, and will draw together 
several of the themes addressed in the course into an original argument. The topic for the Final Paper 
will be chosen from a list of options handed out in class. The Final Paper will contain an original 
argument/thesis, textual evidence, and thorough analysis and exposition that link your evidence to your 
argument.  

The Final Paper is due at the beginning of class on July 31.  
 

******************** 
 
I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. Turn your work in on time.  
 
Always keep a hard copy (and if possible, an electronic copy) of every assignment you do—never turn 
in the only copy of an assignment. All assignments turned in should be hard copies. I do not accept 
emailed assignments unless there is a dire and documented reason.  
 
 
Writing: 
This is a writing intensive course and your ability to communicate effectively in written form comprises 
a large portion of your success in the class. You are expected to put together thoughtful, engaged, and 
well-written assignments. All assignments should be double spaced, use 12 point Times New Roman 
font, have 1 inch margins, be stapled, correctly cite all quotations and ideas, and correctly use the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) format. If you are not familiar with this format, I suggest you get 
a copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition (there are copies in the Student 
Store and Shields Library). In addition, all papers should make a clear and compelling argument, contain 
a thesis statement, and use textual evidence and exposition to back up such arguments.  
 
If you feel unsure of your writing skills, or need help with a particular assignment, please visit the 
Learning Skills Center in 2205 Dutton Hall (530-752-2013). The center is open Monday-Friday 7:50 
AM – 5:00 PM, and all of its services are FREE! You can drop in or make an appointment, and if you 
have something in particular to work on that you can plan for in advance, I recommend making an 
appointment with a staff member.  
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Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s ideas, quotations, or research as your own. It 
also includes using your own papers for more than one class without explicit consent of the instructors 
(yes, you can plagiarize yourself). Examples of plagiarism are: buying a paper written by someone else, 
quoting and/or summarizing an author’s argument without correctly citing them, using ideas 
found on websites for your own paper without correctly citing them, “borrowing” a classmate’s ideas for 
your own paper, etc. PLAGIARISM IS NOT TOLERATED AND WILL CONSTITUTE AN 
IMMEDIATE FAILURE OF THE ASSIGNMENT AND POSSIBLY THE COURSE. Instances of 
plagiarism will be reported to Student Judicial Affairs at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
Disabilities and Accommodations:   
If you need to arrange disability accommodations, please contact the Student Disability Center and me 
ASAP. I will do everything possible to arrange this with you.  
Student Disability Center: 530-752-3184 (160 South Silo).  
 
Email: 
I will use email to communicate with you outside of class, so make sure I have your correct and updated 
email address—one that you check frequently. You are responsible for making sure I have this 
information. If you do not tell me otherwise, I will email you at your ucdavis email account.  
 
Feel free to email me whenever you have a question or want to discuss something from the course. 
When assignments come due, I will answer emails about that assignment UP TO 24 HOURS before the 
time that the assignment is due (for example, if an assignment is due at 5:00 PM on Thursday, I will 
answer emails about that assignment up to 5:00 PM on Wednesday).  
 
Course Content Note: 
In this course we will be viewing, reading, discussing, and writing about explicit material and concepts, 
including sex, sexuality, religion, bodies, violence, etc. If you are uncomfortable engaging intellectually 
and professionally with these topics in a respectful and critical manner, please consider dropping the 
course. All course material is required, as is your participation in all course assignments and 
discussions. This syllabus is a contract between students and the instructor. By taking this class, students 
agree to abide by the requirements and complete all of the coursework.  
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READING SCHEDULE: (this schedule is subject to change) 
 

 Assignments Key Concepts 
 
June 23 
 
 

 
Introduction to the course 
 
In class reading: Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, “Christmas Effects” 
excerpt. In Tendencies. (copies will be provided in class) 
 

 
Sexuality, gender, sex, 
theory, queer, 
heteronormativity, 
social construction 

 
June 24 
 
The Painful 
Pleasure of Theory 

 
 
Rey Chow, “The Resistance of Theory, or: The Worth the 
Agony?” In Just Being Difficult?: Academic Writing in the 
Public Arena. 

 
Theory, language, 
“common sense” 

 
June 25 
 
Inventing and 
Historicizing 
Sexuality 

 
 
Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol I.: 
“We Other Victorians” (pg. 3-13), “The Perverse Implantation” 
(pg. 36-49), and “Domain” (pg. 103-14). 

 
History of sexuality, 
acts v. identity, 
power, repressive 
hypothesis, discourse 

 
June 26 

 
David Halperin, “Is There a History of Sexuality?” In The 
Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader. 

History of sexuality, 
sex before sexuality, 
pederasty, 
individuality 

 
June 30 
 
Gender and the 
Politics of Sex 

 
 
Gayle Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the 
Politics of Sexuality.” In The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader. 

 
Social construction, 
misplaced scale, sex 
negativity/positivity 

 
July 1 
 

 
Judith Butler, “Imitation and Gender Insubordination.” In The 
Judith Butler Reader.  

Social construction, 
performativity, 
gender, mimesis 

 
July 2 
 
Marriage and 
Queering Kinship 
 

 
 
Marlon Bailey, Priya Kandaswamy, and Mattie Udora 
Richardson, “Is Gay Marriage Racist?” In That’s Revolting: 
Queer Strategies for Resisting Assimilation.  
 

 
Same-sex marriage, 
welfare state, sexual 
citizenship, state 
sexuality 

 
July 3 
 
 

 
Judith Halberstam, “Forgetting Family: Queer Alternatives to 
Oedipal Relations.” In A Companion to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer Studies. 
 

 
Queering kinship, 
Oedipus, politics of 
family, 
homonormativity 

July 7 
 
Toward a Queer of 
Color Critique  
 

 
Roderick A. Ferguson, “The Relevance of Race for the Study of 
Sexuality.” In A Companion to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer Studies.  
 

 
Mutual constitutive 
categories, 
intersectionality, 
racialized sexuality 
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July 8 
 
 

 
Siobhan Somerville, “Scientific Racism and the Invention of the 
Homosexual Body.” In Queer Studies: A Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Anthology. 
 

 
Intersectionality, 
mutually constitutive 
categories, sexology, 
scientific racism 

July 9 
 
Theorizing 
Trans/gender 
  

 
 
Judith Butler, “Undiagnosing Gender.” In Undoing Gender. 
 

Transgender, 
transsexuality,  
DSM, diagnosis, 
space of the clinic, 
conditions for 
autonomy  

 
July 10 
 
 

 
Annotated Bibliography Due 
 
Dean Spade, “Methodologies of Trans Resistance.” A 
Companion to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 
Studies. 

 
Transgender, 
transsexuality, 
activism, oppositional 
consciousness 

July 14 
 
Psychoanalysis and 
Sexuality 
 

 
Sigmund Freud, “The Sexual Aberrations.” In Three Essays on 
the Theory of Sexuality. 
 

Psychoanalysis, 
perversion, 
unconscious, instinct/ 
drive/aim, ego 

 
July 15 

 
Tim Dean and Christopher Lane, "Homosexuality and 
Psychoanalysis: An Introduction." In Homosexuality and 
Psychoanalysis.  
 

 
Perversion, pathology, 
Oedipus, DSM  

July 16  
David Eng, “Introduction: Racial Castration.” In Racial 
Castration.   
 
 

Racial castration, 
fetishism, colonialism 
& psychoanalysis, 
identification 

July 17 
 
Sex Industries 

 
Kamala Kempadoo, “Introduction: Globalizing Sex Workers’ 
Rights.” In Global Sex Workers: Rights, Resistance, and 
Redefinition. 
 

Sex work, 
decriminalization v. 
legalization, 
emotional labor, 
global economy & 
empire 

July 21 
 
 

 
Kobena Mercer, “Looking for Trouble.” In The Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Reader.  
 
  

Race and sexuality, 
Robert Mapplethorpe, 
racial fetishism, 
pornography, NEA 
debates, politics of the 
gaze 

July 22  
Linda Williams, “Porn Studies: Proliferating Pornographies 
On/Scene.” In Porn Studies. 

 
Pornography, feminist 
porn debates, 
obscenity 
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July 23 
 
Disability and 
Sexuality 
 

 
Robert McRuer and Abby L. Wilkerson, “Introduction to 
Desiring Disability: Queer Theory Meets Disability Studies.” In 
GLQ. 
 

 
Disability, medical 
model, social model, 
queer disability, 
neoliberalism 

July 24  
Ellen Samuels, “My Body, My Closet: Invisible Disability and 
the Limits of Coming-Out Discourse.” In GLQ. 
 

Femme, invisible 
disability, politics of 
visibility, analogy, 
passing 

July 28 
 
Sexual Citizenship 
in a Time of War 

 
 
Jasbir Puar, “Infinite Control, Indefinite Detention: Rereading 
the Lawrence Case.” In Terrorist Assemblages. 
 

Sodomy, racialized 
sexuality, 
heterosexuality v. 
heteronormativity, 
nation 

July 29  
Judith Butler, “Global Violence, Sexual Politics.” In Queer 
Ideas. 
 

Sexuality and war, 
grief, relationality, 
autonomy, national 
affect 

July 30 C. Jacob Hale, “Leatherdyke Boys and their Daddies: How to 
Have Sex without Women or Men.” In GLQ. 
 

BDSM, leather culture 
and communities, 
genderplay 

July 31  
Final Paper Due 
 
Felicia Feaster, “Review of Velvet Goldmine.” In Film Quarterly. 
 
In class film: Velvet Goldmine. Dir. Todd Haynes (1998). 
 

 

 


