
WMS 170: QUEER STUDIES 
THEORIZING QUEER EMBODIMENTS, IDENTIFICATIONS, POLITICS 

Summer Session II 2007 
U.C. Davis 

Tues/Thurs 1:10 – 4:30 PM, 116 Veihmeyer 
 
 
Cathy Hannabach 
Email: channabach@ucdavis.edu 
Office Hours:  Thursdays 10 AM – 12 PM or by appointment 

Delta of Venus Café (122 B Street) 
Mailbox: 2222 Hart Hall 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
What might it mean to theorize queerness? How has recent work in queer and transgender studies 
expanded classic theories of sexuality, pleasure, desire, and politics, and how might we put these 
interventions to work? This course investigates queer embodiments, identifications, and politics as they 
are articulated by activist and scholarly projects. Topics include queer critiques of generationality, queer 
spatialities, identity politics, sexual citizenship, transgender theory and activism, disability/crip theory, 
the politics of sadomasochism, and critiques of homonormativity and homonationalism. This course is 
not an introduction to queer studies, but rather a sustained interrogation of some of the paradigms, 
concepts, and methodologies that queer and trans studies have taken up in the last several years.  
 
Prerequisites: This is an upper-division course and presumes a firm grounding in gender and/or sexuality 
studies. At least 1 prior gender/women’s studies course (preferably upper division), or a course dealing 
with gender studies in another department, is a prerequisite for enrollment. While not required, this 
previous course will have specifically dealt with sexuality, queer, and/or trans studies.  
 
Required Texts: 
 
Juana María Rodríguez. Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces. New York: New York  

University Press, 2003.  (available at the UC Davis Student Store) 
Course Reader (available at Davis Copy Shop, 231 3rd Street in Davis) 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Participation (20%) 
 Active participation is crucial to your success and learning in this course. This means coming to 
class ready to participate, having completed ALL the readings and written your response papers. Asking 
questions and contributing to classroom discussions is paramount, and will be reflected in your 
participation grade. Any pop quizzes will also be included in your participation grade. I will take 
attendance at the beginning of class; if you are not present when I call your name, you will be marked 
absent. I allow 2 absences before your grade is affected, and these 2 absences cover illnesses, crises, etc. 
(I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences). The only exception to this is 
catastrophic, documented illness (let me know ASAP if this is the case). You are responsible for all 
material covered in class, whether you were present or not.  
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Response Papers (20%) 
 You will write four 2 page response paper on the week’s readings. These response papers are due 
on my desk by the start of class on Thursday. These response papers will provide a close reading of one 
concept, passage, or method from the week’s readings, rather than give your opinion of the readings as a 
whole. Do not write a summary of the readings. These responses are your place to work through some of 
the difficult concepts this course will cover, and I encourage close readings of how authors make their 
arguments as well as what those arguments are. Each week I will ask 2-3 students to present to the class 
what they wrote about in these response papers. 

One response paper is due on each of the following dates: August 16, August 23, August 30, 
September 6.  

 
Annotated Bibliography and Paper Prospectus (25%) 

The Annotated Bibliography and Prospectus will form the basis of your research for your Final 
Paper. The bibliography will contain 5-6 scholarly sources (books, articles from scholarly journals, or 
book chapters), for which you write a 1 paragraph annotation that includes the main argument of the 
text, the archive of the text, the method of the text, and how you plan to use that text for your own paper. 
3 of these sources must come from outside research, and at least 2 of these sources must come from the 
course readings. The paper prospectus (1-2 pages) will outline the topic you plan to write your final 
paper on. You will receive a handout with more details and the full requirements for this assignment in 
the coming weeks.  

The Annotated Bibliography and Paper Prospectus is due in my mailbox in 2222 Hart Hall by 
3 PM on Monday August 27.  

 
Final Paper (35%) 

Building off your Annotated Bibliography and Prospectus, this Final Paper (10-12 pgs) will draw 
together several of the themes addressed in the course, and enable you to do your own research towards 
an original argument. The Final Paper will contain an original argument/thesis, textual evidence, and 
thorough analysis and exposition to link your evidence to your argument.  
The Final Paper is due at the beginning of class on September 13.  
 

******************** 
 
I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. Turn your work in on time.  
 
Always keep a hard copy (and if possible, an electronic copy) of every assignment you do—never turn 
in the only copy of an assignment. All assignments turned in should be hard copies. I do not accept 
emailed assignments unless there is a dire and documented reason.  
 
 
Writing: 
This is a writing intensive course and your ability to communicate effectively in written form comprises 
a large portion of your success in the class. You are expected to put together thoughtful, engaged, and 
well-written assignments. All assignments should be double spaced, use 12 point Times New Roman 
font, have 1 inch margins, be stapled, correctly cite all quotations and ideas, and correctly use the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) format. If you are not familiar with this format, I suggest you get 
a copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition. In addition, all papers should 
make a clear and compelling argument, contain a thesis statement, and use textual evidence and 
exposition to back up such arguments.  
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If you feel unsure of your writing skills, or need help with a particular assignment, please visit the 
Learning Skills Center in 2205 Dutton Hall (530-752-2013). The center is open Monday-Friday 7:50 
AM – 5:00 PM, and all of its services are FREE! You can drop in or make an appointment, and if you 
have something in particular to work on that you can plan for in advance, I recommend making an 
appointment with a staff member.  
 
Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s ideas, quotations, or research as your own. It 
also includes using your papers for more than one class without explicit consent of the instructors (yes, 
you can plagiarize yourself). Examples of plagiarism are: buying a paper written by someone else, 
quoting and/or summarizing an author’s argument without correctly citing them, using ideas 
found on websites for your own paper without correctly citing them, “borrowing” a classmate’s ideas for 
your own paper, etc. PLAGARISM IS NOT TOLERATED AND WILL CONSTITUTE AN 
IMMEDIATE FAILURE OF THE COURSE.  
 
Disabilities and Accommodations:   
If you need to arrange disability accommodations, please contact the Student Disability Center and me 
ASAP. I will do everything possible to arrange this with you.  
Student Disability Center: 530-752-3184 (160 South Silo).  
 
Email: 
I will use email to communicate with you outside of class, so make sure I have your correct and updated 
email address—one that you check frequently. You are responsible for making sure I have this 
information. If you do not tell me otherwise, I will email you at your ucdavis email account.  
 
Feel free to email me whenever you have a question or want to discuss something from the course. 
When assignments come due, I will answer emails about that assignment UP TO 24 HOURS before the 
time that the assignment is due (for example, if an assignment is due at 5:00 PM on Friday, I will answer 
emails about that assignment up to 5:00 PM on Thursday).  
 
Course Content Note: 
In this course we will be viewing, reading, discussing, and writing about explicit material and concepts, 
including sex, sexuality, religion, bodies, violence, etc. If you are uncomfortable engaging intellectually 
and professionally with these topics in a respectful and critical manner, please consider dropping the 
course. All course material is required, as is your participation in all course assignments and discussions. 
This syllabus is a contract between students and the instructor. By taking this class students agree to 
abide by the requirements and complete all of the coursework.  
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READING SCHEDULE: (this schedule is subject to change) 
 

 Assignments Key Concepts 
 
August 7 
 
How to Theorize 
Queerness? How to 
Queer Theory? 

 
 
 
In class reading: Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, “Christmas Effects” 
excerpt, in Tendencies. (copies will be provided in class) 
 

 
Queer, sexuality, 
gender, sex, theory, 
heteronormativity, 
language 

 
August 9 
 
Inventing Sexuality 

 
Selections from Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, Vol I.  
 
Gayle Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the 
Politics of Sexuality.” In The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader.  
 

 
History of sexuality, 
acts v. identity, 
power, repressive 
hypothesis, discourse 

August 14 
 
Pleasures and 
Perils of Identity 

Juana Maria Rodriguez, Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, 
Discursive Spaces. New York: New York University Press, 
2003.  
           Ch 1: Divas, Atrevidas, y Entendidas: An                                                                                                                        
                    Introduction to Identities.” 
           Ch 2: “Activism and Identity in the Ruins of  
                    Representation” 

Identity politics, 
discourse, activism, 
representation 

August 16  
 
Homonormativity 
and Queer 
Critiques of 
Generationality 

Jasbir Puar, “Mapping U.S. Homonormativities.” From Gender, 
Place and Culture.  
 
Lee Edelman, “The Future is Kid Stuff.” In No Future: Queer 
Theory and the Death Drive. 

Homonormativity, 
homonationalism, 
reproductive futurism, 
death drive, national 
sexuality 

 
August 21 
 
Sexual Citizenship 
and Moving 
Beyond Same-Sex 
Marriage 

 
Lisa Duggan and Richard Kim, “Beyond Gay Marriage.” The 
Nation, July 18, 2005. 
 
Marlon Bailey, Priya Kandaswamy, and Mattie Udora 
Richardson, “Is Gay Marriage Racist?” In That’s Revolting: 
Queer Strategies for Resisting Assimilation.   

 
Same-sex marriage, 
welfare state, sexual 
citizenship, state 
sexuality 

 
August 23 
 
Trans/positions 

 
Gayle Salamon, “Boys of the Lex: Transgenderism and Rhetorics 
of Materiality.” From GLQ. 
 
Susan Stryker, “(De)Subjugated Knowledges: An Introduction to 
Transgender Studies.” In The Transgender Studies Reader.  

 
Transgender, 
transsexual, 
materiality, gender 
binary, construction, 
essentialism 

 
August 28 
 
 
 

 
Judith Butler, “Undiagnosing Gender.” In Undoing Gender.  
 
Alisa Solomon, “Trans/Migrant: Christina Madrazo’s All 
American Story.” In Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. 
Citizenship, and Border Crossings.  

 
Immigration, space of 
the clinic, sexual 
citizenship 
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August 30 
 
The Spatial Politics 
of Desire 

 
Judith Halberstam, “Lovely and Confusing: By Hook or By 
Crook and the Transgender Look” excerpt. In In a Queer Time 
and Place: Transgender Bodies, Subcultural Lives.  
 
Sherrie A. Inness, “Lost in Space: Queer Geography and the 
Politics of Location.” In Queer Cultures.  
 
In class film: By Hook or By Crook (Dir. Harry Dodge & Silas 
Howard, 2001) 

 
space/place, 
metronormativity, 
rural/urban space, 
desire and the city 
 

September 4 
 
 

Gayatri Gopinath, “Local Sites/Global Sites: The Transnational 
Trajectories of Deepa Mehta’s Fire.” In Queer Globalizations: 
Citizenship and the Afterlife of Colonialism.  
 
In class film: Fire (Dir. Deepa Mehta, 1997) 

Queering the 
domestic, 
public/private, 
diaspora 

September 6 
 
Performing the 
Queer Body 

Juana Maria Rodriguez, Queer Latinidad 
        Ch. 4: “Welcome to the World Stage”: Confessions of a  
                    Latina Cyber-Slut. 

performance, 
performativity, 
cyberspace, virtual 
embodiment 

September 11 David Gere, “T-Shirts and Holograms: Corporeal Fetishes in 
AIDS Choreography, c.1989.” In Theater Journal.  
 
David Román, “Not-About-AIDS.” In GLQ.  
 
In class viewing: Selected Bill T. Jones pieces 

spectrality, social 
death, racialization,  
AIDS, dance, fetish, 
absence and desire 

September 13 
 
S/M 

Lynda Hart, “Changing the Scene (Again)” excerpt from 
Between the Body and the Flesh: Performing Sadomasochism.  
 
Karmen MacKendrick, “m-powerment.” In Counterpleasures.  
 
In class film: S/M in the Hood (Dir. Al Lujan, 1999) 

sadomasochism, 
fetish, leather culture 

 


