
WOMNST 1901: INDEPENDENT STUDY 
QUEER ASYLUM 

University of Pittsburgh  Fall 2011 
 

Instructor: Dr. Cathy Hannabach (channabach@gmail.com)                    Wed 1:30 – 3:00 pm 
My Office: 2402 WWPH                                         2402 WWPH 
My Mailbox: 2208 WWPH                
 
PARTICIPANTS: 
 [student’s name removed for privacy] 
 Dr. Cathy Hannabach 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 This Independent Study course will explore the affective, cultural, legal, archival, and bodily 
politics of queer asylum and migration. Questions the course will explore include: How has sexuality 
been central to U.S. immigration policy and citizenship? How have queer and other migrants 
negotiated the sexual, gender, racial, nationalist, and affective demands that immigration policy makes 
on migrant bodies? How is affect mobilized in U.S. nationalism, and how has it shaped citizenship 
practices and migration patterns? What are the violences embedded in asylum practices, and how have 
queer and trans migrants negotiated, critiqued, and resisted such violences? How might one archive the 
various affects, embodiments, and cultural practices that comprise migration, or how might one build 
an archive of queer asylum? While the course will explore questions of asylum, migration, and 
citizenship across a variety of cultural locations, a large portion of the course will focus on these topics 
in the Americas.  

For [student], the course will contribute to a larger ongoing research project on queer asylum 
and identity in north-eastern Brazil. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 

• Lubhéid, Eithne,  and Lionel Cantú, Jr., eds. Queer Migrations: Sexuality, Citizenship, and U.S. 
Border Crossings. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Pres, 2005. 

• Rodríguez, Juana María. Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces. New York: 
New York University Press, 2003. 

• Lubhéid, Eithne. Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border. Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press, 2002. 

• Cantú, Lionel, Jr., The Sexuality of Migration: Border Crossings and Mexican Immigrant Men. 
NYU Press, 2009.  

• Taylor, Diana. The Archive and the Repertoire: Performing Cultural Memory in the Americas. 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Participation (20%): 

Active participation is crucial to your learning in this course. You should come to course 
meetings ready to participate, having completed ALL readings and assignments—simply 
showing up will not earn a full participation grade. This independent study course is designed 
around your research interests, and thus you are expected to prepare for and come ready to 
substantially discuss the course materials and related topics. 
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Archive Project: Over the course of the class, you will assemble, reflect on, and critically analyze an 
archive of queer asylum 
 Weekly Reports (30%) 

Once a week, you will write a weekly report (2-3 pgs) in which you tie readings for the 
week into your work that week on building the archive (what did the readings make you 
think about, did they give you ideas on what kind of archival materials to start 
collecting, did they trouble the concept of the archiveability of certain 
bodies/identities/communities/affects, what kinds of archives did they themselves 
assemble and analyze, etc.). Email me your weekly reports by 11 pm on the due date.   

 Final Portfolio (50%)—must include the following components: 
- Introduction (statement of the topic and reasons why you are interested in this topic.  

Connect this with your own research interests more broadly)  
- Narrative of the purpose, organization, and intended audience for the archive 
- Story of how the archive was created (description of your methodology, as well as  

how it actually played out in practice) 
- Annotated Bibliography (8-10 sources, at least 3 from course readings, at least 3  

scholarly sources you find through library research) 
- Portfolio of archival materials (film clips, newspaper articles, photographs, transcripts,  

etc. of the material you assembled into an archive). This portfolio can be digital 
or analog, or a combination thereof. 

  The Final Portfolio is due by email on December 2 at 11 pm.  
 

******************** 
 

I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE ASSIGNMENTS. Turn your work in on time. 
Back up your work early and often, and always keep a copy of every assignment you do—never turn in 
your only copy of an assignment.  
 

Writing: 
Your ability to communicate effectively in written form comprises a large portion of your success in 
the class. You are expected to put together engaged and well-written assignments. All written 
assignments should be professional, correctly cite all quotations and ideas, and use the Modern 
Language Association (MLA) format. If you are not familiar with this format, you should get a copy of 
the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition (the Student Store and Hillman Library 
have copies). Also, all papers should make a clear and compelling argument, contain a thesis 
statement, and use textual evidence and exposition. 

If you feel unsure of your writing skills, or need help with an assignment, please visit  
the Writing Center in Thaw Hall M-2 (http://www.english.pitt.edu/writingcenter/index.html). The 
center is open Monday-Friday, and all of its services are FREE! You can make an appointment or just 
drop in.  
 

Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s ideas, quotations, or research as your own. It 
also includes using your own papers for more than one class without explicit consent of the instructors 
(yes, you can plagiarize yourself). Examples of plagiarism: buying a paper written by someone else, 
quoting or summarizing an author’s argument without correctly citing them, using ideas found 
on websites for your own assignments without correctly citing them, “borrowing” a classmate’s 
ideas for your own writing, etc. PLAGIARISM IS NOT TOLERATED AND WILL 
CONSTITUTE AN IMMEDIATE FAILURE OF THE ASSIGNMENT AND POSSIBLY THE 
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COURSE. Instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Arts and Sciences & Student 
Judicial System at my discretion. 
 
Disabilities and Accommodations:   
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, please contact both 
me and Disability Resources and Services ASAP: 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 or 412-383-
7355 (TTY). I am happy to arrange this with you. 
 
Class Policies: 

- I do not mind if you bring laptops or tablets to class AS LONG AS YOU ARE TAKING  
NOTES ON THEM ONLY. Browsing social networking sites, emailing/IMing, or 
doing other activities during class will result in your laptop/tablet being banned. 

- Turn off all cellphones, iPods, and personal electronic devices during class.  
- You are welcome to eat or drink during class so long as it is not disruptive. 

 
Email: 
I will use email to communicate with you outside of class, so make sure to check your Pitt email 
frequently. Email me whenever you have a question or want to discuss something from the course. I 
will answer emails about assignments UP TO 24 HOURS before the due date/time (ex: if an 
assignment is due Thurs. 5:00 pm, I will answer emails about that assignment up to Wed. 5:00 pm).  

 
Course Content Note: 
In this course we will be viewing, reading, discussing, and writing about explicit material and 
concepts, including race, sexuality, war, religion, bodies, violence, etc. If you are uncomfortable 
engaging intellectually and professionally with these topics in a respectful and critical manner, please 
consider dropping the course. All course material is required, as is your participation in all course 
assignments and discussions. This syllabus is a contract between students and the instructor. By taking 
this class students agree to abide by the requirements and complete all of the coursework. 
 

************ 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

QUEER MIGRATIONS 
 
September 5:  
Queer Migrations: Sexuality, Citizenship, and U.S. Border Crossings.  

Randazzo, Timothy. “Social and Legal Barriers: Sexual Orientation and Asylum in the United  
States” (p. 30-60) 

Cantú, Lionel, Jr., Eithne Lubhéid, and Alexandra Minna Stern. “Well-Founded Fear: Political  
Asylum and the Boundaries of Sexual Identity in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands” (p. 61-
74) 

Somerville, Siobhan. “Sexual Aliens and the Racialized State: A Queer Reading of the 1952  
U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act” (p. 75-91) 

 
September 7:  DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 
 
 

ARCHIVES AND AFFECTS 
 
September 21: 
Manoff, Marlene. “Theories of the Archive from Across the Disciplines.” portal: Libraries and  

the Academy 4.1 (2004): 9-25. 
Rodríguez, Juana María. “Gesture and Utterance: Fragments from a Butch/Femme Archive.” A  

Companion to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Studies. Eds. George E. 
Haggerty and Molly McGarry. Malden: Blackwell, 2007. 282-91. 
 

September 23: DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 
 
 

PERFORMANCE AND THE STATE 
 
October 5: 
Queer Migrations: Sexuality, Citizenship, and U.S. Border Crossings  

Solomon, Alisa. “Trans/Migrant: Christina Madrazo’s All American Story” (p. 3-29) 
Muñoz, José E. “Feeling Brown, Feeling Down: Latina Affect, the Performativity of Race and  

the Depressive Position.” Signs 31.3 (2006): 675-88. 
 
October 7:  DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 
 
 

SEXUAL CITIZENSHIP 
 
October 19: 
Sexuality of Migration: Border Crossings and Mexican Immigrant Men 

“Border Patrol: Sexuality, Citizenship, and the U.S. Immigration Policy” (p. 39-54) 
“Border Crossers: Seeking Asylum and Maneuvering Identities” (p. 55-73) 

 
October 21:  DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 
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TRACKING “THREATENING” BODIES 
 
November 2:  
Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border 

“Rape, Asylum, and the U.S. Border Patrol” (p. 103-36) 
“Sexuality Considerations in the Refugee/Asylum System” (p. 147-58) 

Sekula, Allan. “The Body and the Archive.” October 39 (1987): 3-64. 
 
November 4:  DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 

 
 

QUEER LATINIDAD 
 
November 16: 
Rodríguez, Juana María. Queer Latinidad: Identity Practices, Discursive Spaces. New York: New  

York University Press, 2003. 
 
November 18: DUE: Weekly Report (11 pm) 
 
 

REMAKING MEMORY 
 
November 30: 
Taylor, Diana. The Archive and the Repertoire: Performing Cultural Memory in the Americas.  

Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. 
 
December 2:  DUE: Final Portfolio (11 pm) 


